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Report of the Cancer Locality Group Meeting of 07 November 2019 

 
The Cancer Locality Group (CLG) conducted business in a range of cancer-related areas. 
 
BLISS+ability CLG received an overview of the work of BLISS+ability, a South Shields-
based charity that provided an advice and guidance service for people with a disability and 
had recently been awarded £330k from the National Lottery Community Fund to deliver a 
Step Up project, which would aim to improve the health and well-being of the residents of the 
borough.   
Cancer Waiting Times A report was made on cancer waiting times.  In September 2019 
STSFT had met all key related cancer-related targets (14-day and 62-day), achieved in 
adverse circumstances when the Trust had carried 4 Urology consultant vacancies.  A 
recruitment process had been unsuccessful with no applications received.  Although as an 
alternative efforts were to be made to recruit to additional ACP posts, these constituted a 
more long term solution with professionals only coming on stream following a 2-year training 
programme.   
North of England Cancer Alliance (NCA) The post of South Tyneside Cancer Awareness 
Development Worker was to be vacant from the end of November 2019.  Discussions were 
to be held to discuss how best the workload of the post could best be taken forward.   
Public Health Update Attention was drawn to a range of current public health issues: 
- Green Paper (‘Advancing our health: prevention in the 2020s’) A joint local response had 

been made to the government’s green paper on preventing ill health; this would indicate 
that in some key areas, proposals had fallen short of the aspirations of many in 
healthcare professions e.g. there was no reference to minimum unit pricing for alcohol.    

- Smoke-Free Hospital STSFT was to be completely smoke free from 01.04.2020.  The 
next stage of the smoke-free agenda to be tackled locally would be primary care and 
pharmacies. 

- Alcohol Strategy The alcohol strategy was to continue to promote, notably through the 
‘brief interventions’ initiative. 

Obesity Although the link between obesity and cancer had become an area of greater focus, 
its related share of public health funding had remained relatively low.  Nationally, good work 
had been undertaken in the development of improved food labelling and in the use of traffic 
light symbols.  There were no plans for direct investment in this area in the near future, the 
closest area of expenditure being in leisure and physical activity.   
Supermarkets It was suggested that the role of supermarkets in managing obesity was key; 
related areas including mobile phone apps and the placement of confectionaries away from 
checkout areas.  
Screening and Immunisation CLG received a report on the latest position on the operation 
of the screening and immunisation service.  A number of points were made: 
- Performance had remained within NHSE limits. 
- Breast: No issues were reported. 
- Bowel: There were no breaches in the 14-day standard; following the June 2019 

introduction of the FIT Test (Faecal immunochemical Test), take-up of bowel screening 
had increased by 6%.   

- Cervical: The mid-way point of the roll-out of HPV vaccinations had been reached.  The 
14-day standard had been met.  The ‘No Fear’ publicity awareness campaign had 
continued. 

Scoping Pressure was reported on the scoping service, with difficulties in the 
recruitment/retention of professionals.  Current local pressures were to be addressed 
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through amendments to the surveillance pathway, including identification of ‘pre-cancerous’ 
polyps.  
New optimal pathways from STSFT throughout both South Tyneside and Sunderland  
Progress was reported in STSFT’s development of new optimal pathways, which would be 
rolled-out throughout both localities; to date, different pathways had been in operation.  The 
introduction of a single pathway would satisfy the requirement of STSFT, generate 
efficiencies in provision, provide an improved service to residents and improve 
communications between secondary and primary care.  
Personalised Care Update (formerly LWBC) Progress was reported in a number of areas: 
- A delivery plan is being developed.  
- HNA Training sessions were underway, with improved engagement and uptake. 

Improvements were to be made to the document in line with constructive feed back 
- Stratified follow-up Colorectal had attended an alliance event.  A draft protocol was 

awaited for patient inclusion, which would be distributed for comment prior to review at 
the Tumour board.  A Nurse-led service was part of Stratified follow up.  

- Treatment Summaries (Cancer Summaries) Further development work was being 
undertaken with individual tumour sites. Draft templates were awaited. The next health 
and wellbeing event was scheduled for 09.11.2019.        

Campaign Update An update was provided on a number of current and upcoming cancer-
related campaigns:  
i) Stoptober The stop smoking campaign for 2019, which had been running throughout 

October, had ended.  Feedback on the campaign from Fresh North East was awaited.  In 
addition, local data would be analysed to assess if there had been an associated 
increase in attendance at local stop smoking services. 

ii) Tumour Campaign Balance’s Tumour Campaign was to be relaunched on 04.11.2019.  
iii) Alcohol Awareness Week: 11 – 17 November 2019 The campaign would be run on a 

range of media platforms: TV; Video on Demand; Radio; Digital and Bus advertising. 
Marketing activity would be concentrated on STDH and ASDA (South Shields).  

iv) Alcohol Awareness Week Resources had been circulated to key partners.  South 
Tyneside Adult Recovery Service (STARS) were to arrange related activities and 
promotions. 

v) Dry January Promotion had commenced in November 2019, with press coverage later in 
the month.  Resources would be circulated in advance of the 01.01.2020 launch. 

South Tyneside Cancer Locality Group and Sunderland Cancer Locality Group The 
merits of holding joint meetings of the CLGs of both localities were considered including: 
- Removal of duplication of effort from partner organisations. 
- Greater understanding of the needs of the two populations of South Tyneside and 

Sunderland.  
- Single campaigns across a larger geographical footprint. 
- Identification of shared aspirations/aspirations of the two CCGs. 
- Economies of scale. 
- Improved communications. 
- Improved co-ordination on contribution to sector-wide, regional, national initiatives. 
CLG resolved that further discussions be held on proposed joint meetings of the CLGs both 
localities, to involve cancer leads and other key staff, with feedback to the next meeting. 
 
Andy Sutton 
Governance Officer 
South Tyneside CCG 
30 November 2019 
 

 


